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. THe Import or Horses into IRELAND. 


We have known for some time that the import 
of horses into Ireland was qualified by useful and 
much needed regulations for protecting the country 
against the entrance of glanders. These regulations 
consist in the application of the mallein test, and 
have proved so effective that Ireland remains almost 
the only country in Europe free from glanders. 
We know of no recent alterations of this Order, but 
a paragraph in The Court Journal seems to suggest 
that some very high-handed and stupid regulations 
must be in force. Says our contemporary—‘ much 
indignation has been aroused in Ireland by the em- 
-bargo placed on the importation of foreign bigh- 
class thoroughbred mares into Ireland for breeding 
pu s—an embargo which, if persisted in, will 
cost Ireland thousands of pounds, and a loss of a 
portion of a trade which once gone can never be 
recovered.” 

We have no idea to what incident this curious 
paragraph refers, but we can hardly understand any 
one objecting to the use of the mallein test on 
horses imported from any European countries. 
Possibly some pregnant mares were being sent and 
the owners feared injurious effects from the test. 
Such a prejudice deserves, perhaps, a little charity, 
but upon what experience it is based is not known 
tous. After all the libels and fancies which have 
been promulgated in connection with tuberculin we 
can hardly expect mallein to escape, but it would 
be interesting to know who has any facts qualifying 
the immense experience in favour of mallein being 
inert except in glandered animals. 


NormManpy Horses FoR JRELAND. 


Another subject which has occupied some atten- 
tion in Ireland was a proposal to import Normandy 
stallions for the purpose ‘of improving harness 
horses. 

Quite a scare was raised on this matter, and the 
press having called the Normandy horse a “ mon- 
grel” seemed to have extinguished the proposal. 
One would imagine that no mongrel horses were 
ever used in Ireland, and that harness horses were 
a class to be boycotted. 

There is evidence that the Normandy borse has 
been sufficiently long in existence to breed true to 
type, and those animals we have seen are simply of 
superb conformation and quality. Surely the Irish 
harness horseiscapable of considerableimprovement, 
and it seems a pity that an interesting experiment 
should have been given ae The harness horse is 
not likely to be improved in any t degree b 
Hackneys or by 


TropicaL VETERINARY MEDICINE. 


Tropical diseases are not, and probably never 
will be, nearly so important to the veterinary sur- 
- practising in England as to the medical man. 

edical men not infrequently have to treat 
patients who have contracted tropical diseases 
abroad, perhaps only to be recognised after their 
return home, and the general practitioner may be 
contronted with one of these cases at any moment. 
It is essential, therefore, that he should be acquain- 
ted with the pathology, symptomatology, and treat- 
ment of some tropical diseases, and thus a new and 
very difficult study is added to the already suffi- 
ciently numerous cares of the family doctor. With 
us, the conditions are quite different. New studies 
are becoming important to the English veterinary 
surgeon also, but tropical medicine is not one of 
them ; and itis very probable that many an English 
practitioner, who does his best to keep abreast of 
veterinary science as regards diseases which he 
may reasonably expect to have to deal with, is quite 
unacquainted with the light that is being thrown 
upon such questions as the prevalence and treat- 
ment of surra in India. 

Veterinary tropical medicine, then, is quite a 
special study, the more so as some of the animals 
with which it is concerned fall outside the province 
of the English practitioner. It is perhaps the 
youngest of all veterinary specialties, but it is cer- 
tainly one of the most important; and the one 
British journal devoted exclusively to its further- 
ance, which was founded only four years ago, bas 
already reached an exceptionally high scien- 
tific standard And, althcugh the subject is 
not one which directly affects the practitioner 
who has made up his mind to stay in Eng- 
land, yet it would be well for us to take some 
cognisance of the main results of the work that is 
being done in the tropics. Comparative pathology 
and therapeutics are always interesting and fre- 
quently suggestive, and it is possible that work done 
upon strictly tropical diseases may afford hints re- 
garding those with which we are more familiar. 
And, indeed, some recent work in the tropics, as 
that of Holmes upon black-quarter, concerns 
diseases which we know at home, and may soon 
become of direct importance tous. And lastly, we 
might learn something from the example which is 
being set by workers in tropical veterinary medicine. 
We all know that practitioners in the old country 
are apt to become a little apathetic as regards 
scientific advance. One of the healthiest features 
in the profession at this moment is the zeal of so 


many of its workers abroad. 
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-THe PREVENTION AND CuRE oF TETANUS. 


Pécus (Journal de Méd. Vét. de Lyon) discusses 
both the prevention of infection of wounds by 
tetanus, and the treatment of the disease when 
established. As regards the injection of serum as 
& preventive measure, he has, for the past six 
years, confined himself to a single injection in place 
of the usual practice of making two injections at 
an interval of twelve or fourteen days. 

Pécus bases his practice upon the data of Nocard 
und Leclainche, who affirm that “ the immunity con- 
ferred persists for from two to six weeks.” Many 
wounds, including most of those seen in the Army, 
are healed in less than a fortnight, and are thus | 

rotected from tetanus by a single injection. | 

oreover, after that lapse of time, even if the 
wound is not completely cicatrised, the period of | 
danger from tetanic infection is passed while the | 
horse is protected by the injection. Pécus has| 


never seen tetanus occur among the horses he has | 


immunised, which number nearly fifteen bundred. 

Whe» immunisation by serum is not practised, 
Pécus believes that the chances of tetanic infection 
of wounds are diminished by the systematic em 
— of tincture of iodine at the time of the 

rst dressings. 

He regards tincture of iodine as a veritable 
specific against tetanus, as it is the only antiseptic 
having uw really certain and rapid action upon the 
toxins and the tetanic spores, which resist iodoform 
and are destroyed with difficulty by sublimate and 
carbolic acid. 

Besides this specific action, tincture of iodine has 
the immense advantage, due to the alcohol it con- 
tains, of great diffusibility and penetrating power. 
The antiseptic is borne into the most remote 
corners of the wounds and even within the injured 


the activity aad resistance of leucocytes are simi- 
larly diminished. 

In a subject accustomed to morphine, the leu- 
cocytes are less sensitive to the poison, im vivo and 
in vitro alike. This tolerance of the leucocytes dis- 
appears some time after the discontinuance of the 
poison. 

Heroin produces effects comparable to those of 
morphine upon the white blood corpuscles; but 
corpuscles acted upon by heroin retain a normal 
susceptibility to morphine. The reaction is there- 
fore specific, notwithstanding the relationship be- 
tween the two alkaloids—La Semaine | 'étérinaire. 


A Case oF Preriopic OPHTHALMIA. 


Waltber, of Leipzig, records the following 
peculiar case, which he regards as a metastatic 

uel of periodic ophthalmia. 

be subject was a well-bred, five-year-old geld- 
ing, which was to be returned to his former owner 
on account of periodic ophthalmia. Walther first 
examined him by request of the parties, and found 
the following conditions. The eyes, with their 
protective organs, were healthy. Both pupils re- 
acted to light reflexes normally. The right lens 
capsule appeared rather dim, and showed two 
opaque spots the size of millet seeds. 

Four days afterwards the horse refused his even- 
ing food and water, and showed marked symptoms 
of illness. Walther examined him speedily, and 
found both eyelids firmly closed, and copious lachry- 
mation present. The slightest touch upon the 
eyelids caused the horse acute pain, and though a 
tractable animal, a twitch was necessary for the 
examinution. When this was made it was found 
that the conjunctiva and cornea appeared unaltered, 
but the pupils were spasmodically closed and 
covered by the corpora nigra. The watery fluid in 
the anterior chamber of the eye had a greenish 


tissues, while the action of solutions is mainly 
superficial. 

As regards the cwrative action of anti-tetanic 
serum, Pécus advises its use even when tetanus’ 


‘lustre, and flakes became evident in it as the head 


was moved. 
The borse was in a dull, semi-conscious condi- 


has supervened. It is true that it bas no action tion, held the head suuken, and tottered and 
upon tetanic toxin which has been absorbed and _ threatened to fall in moving sideways. The inter- 
fixed by the tissues, but it is nevertheless useful to | nal temperature was 100-7 F.; the circulation and 
neutralise fresh toxin which continues to be elabo- the respiration were normal. 
rated in the infected wound. A horse able to resist In the course of the next two hours the lower 
a first tetanic intoxication may recover after re lip became flaccid, pendulous, and devoid of sensa- 
ceiving a dose of serum, when he would otherwise tion, banging down as is seen in facial paralysis. 
have succumbed to the action of toxin absorbed) Walther briefly says that the treatment followed 
after the appearance of symptoms. And, as one ordinary lines, consisting of soothing applications 
never knows whether the quantity of toxin absorbed (infusion of chamomile) to the eyes and so forth. 
at the onset is or is not sufficient to kill the animal, After about three hours the horse slowly lay down, 
it is always advisable to employ the serum. - Annales and remained lying outstretched, apparently un- 
de Méd. Vét. conscious and tranquil. On the following morning 
he died quietly. 
Taz action or Morraine Levucocyrss. the course of the illness and its sur- 
Achard, Bénard, and Gagneux report (Société| prisingly rapid fatal termination, Walther thinks it 
Médicale des hopitaux) that morphine, when injected | can hardly be doubted that the case originated in 
under the skin, reduces the resistance and activity |an intoxication. His view is that in consequence 
of the white corpuscles for a short time. This|of the inflammatory processes within the eyes, 
action is especially marked upon the activity of| products of inflammation had penetrated along the 
the corpuscles. course of the optic nerves by aid of the blood and 


In vitro, in saline solutions containing morphine, | lymph vessels to the a thus causing the paraly- 


| 
oo 
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sis of the lower lip, the general impairment of 
consciousness, and the unexpectedly quick death. 
Walther particularly calls attention, however, 'o 
the fact that upon post-mortem examination be 
found absolutely no visible anatomical lesions 
either in the brain and cord, or in their cavities and 
membranes. He does not give any post-mortem 
findings, normal or otherwise, in other parts of the 
body ; but, despite the negative result of his macro 
scopic examination of the nerve centres he adheres 
to his opinion regarding the pathogeny of the case. 
— Berliner Tier. Woch. 
W. R. Cz 


NORTH OF SCOTLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The half-yearly meeting was held in the Agricultural 
Class Room, Marischal College, Aberdeen, on Saturday, 
January 29th. Owing to the severe snowstorm a large 
number of the members were prevented from being pre- 
sent. The following were present: Messrs. William 
Skinner, Oldmeldrum, President ; E. C. Howard, Nairn ; 
Adam Sievwright, Tarland ; Wm. McPherson, Huntly ; 
Wm. Hepburn, Aberdeen ; and George Howie, Alford, 
Secretary. 

Apologies for absence were read from Messrs. Gunn, 
Crabb, eddie, and McLauchlan Young. 

The minutes of last meeting, as they appeared in 7'he 
Veterinary Record, were taken as reac. 

The SecRETARY submitted a letter from Mr. A. M. 
Trotter, Glasgow, Secretary of the Association of Veteri- 
nary Officers of Health, asking the support of this 
Society in connection with the movement in favour of 
the establishment of uniformity in meat inspection and 
the appointment of a controlling veterinary surgeon on 
the staff of the Local Government Board for Scotland. 
It was agreed “That this Society supports 
the resolution of the Association of Veterinary Officers 
of Health.” 

. R. N. Lew 
member of this Society by Howard, seconded by 
Mr. McPherson. 

The TREASURER submitted the balance sheet which 
showed the sum of £3 0s. 9d. to the credit of the Society 
which was considered satisfactory. 

The TREASURER asked the meeting what was to be 
done with those members who were in arrear, and who 
did not attend the meetings. 

It was pro by Mr. McPherson, and seconded by 
Mr. Sievwright, that all those who are over 10s. in 
arrear, after being written to by the Secretary without 
effect, be struck off the roll. This was unanimously 
agreed to. 


Lewis, Bolepie, was nominated as a 
r. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Mr. Wa. Skinner, Oldmeldrum. 


The first duty that devolves upon me as President is 
to return thanks for the great honour you have con- 
ferred upon me in electing me to this honourable office. 
It is now sixteen pone since this Society was reinstitu- 
ted, and during that period the chair has been filled by 
many eminent and respected men in the profession, men 
whose footsteps are hard to follow, yet trust that any 
shortcomings on my part may elicit the usual considera- 
tion and forbearance shown by the members of this 
Society to former Presidents, and I shall endeavour dur- 
ing my year of office to carry out the duties pertaining 
be me rg that impartiality and courtesy which is due 
you 


As one of the organizers of this Society it may not be 
out of place on an occasion of this kind to refer to our 
roll. At first we were a small but enthusiastic band, 
determined to place the profession in the North on 
something like an equal footing with our brethren in 
the South, and as you are aware our aspirations in that 
direction have been more or less realised. Some of the 
original workers have, alas, fallen by the way, but the 
survivors continue to struggle manfully on, and with 
the periodical infusion of new blood the efficiency of 
the Society has been maintained and our numerical 
strength kept up. 

I now propose, gentlemen, to direct your attention 
for a short time to a consideration of the treatment of 
the diseases of cattle, past and present, with special 
reference to notable cattle pathologists. In these days 
when the bovine population of this country has risen 
to be one of the nation’s greatest assets, it behoves us as 
a profession to further our knowledge of the diseases of 
cattle and their treatment. Much has been done in the 

t, but much yet ey owe to be done in this respect. 
t has been admitted that we cannot diagnose and treat 
the diseases of the ox with the same precision that we do 
the diseases of the horse, and this fact is partly due to 
the complicated anatomical structure of the former, and 
partly to the very imperfect practical knowledge of the 
ox during College days. I do not mean to disparage 
the efforts of our teachers in cattle pathology at our 
various veterinary Colleges. They have always been 
men of high attainments, but their work has to a great 
extent been handicapped by the absence of a good cattle 
clinique. It takes the average young man leaving 
College much longer to acquaint himself with the more 
common sporadic ailments of the ox than it does with 
those of the horse, for in the latter case he has already 
had a good groundwork, owing to the usual excellent 
horse practices connected with the Colleges. 

Notwithstanding, cattle pathology has made immense 
progress during the last 60 years, and in iy ga of 
which statement let us contrast certain forms of treat- 
ment then in be oy with that which obtains at the pre- 
sent time. In the year 1846 a cow suffering from im- 
paction of the stomachs and bowels was attended by a 
quack cow doctor, who failing to unload the intestines 
called in consultation another quack having the reputa- 
tion of being the best cow doctor in the yen. A 
trouting stream being near, the consultant employed 
some boys to get him some live rigae ses on promise 
of reward were soon forthcoming. He now assured his 
brother practitioner that he only to pass one live 
trout in the form of a ball into the animal’s stomach when 
peristalsis would be set up by the wriggling of the fish, 
to be followed by a speedy recovery. e first attempt 
to the trout proved fruitless, as the cow ejected 
it from her mouth minus the head. In all, four attempts 
were made to ball that cow with a live fish, but to no 
P In acknowledging defeat the eonsultant ven- 
turned the opinion that there was some abnormal con- 
dition in the animal’s pn ge The modern V.S. 
would in all probability have considered the propriety 
of administering a dose of physostigmine in such a 


case. 
In 1872 a V.S. holding the Highland Society’s certiti- 
cate was called in consultation by a quack regarding a 
cow suffering from ons mammitis, and as an 
abscess at one part of the udder seemed ready for 
evacuation the pews enquired of the quali man 
whether it would not be advisable to put the knife 
into it, but was met with the stern reply “ Never under 
any circumstances wound the mammary gland of the 
cow, it leads to unpleasant results and never properly 
heals.” Now, the merest tyro in cattle practice at the 
present time would not hesitate to push his lancet into 
a mature a even in the ma i 
the risk of the “unpleasant results,” which, to say the 


| 
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least, must have surely been imagi in the mind of 
the fully qualified man, or else he must hove been trying 
to hoodwink the quack, 

Let us now advance to more modern times and see 
what progress has been made. Less than 20 years ago 
the treatment adopted for milk fever was somewhat 
empirical, even in the ‘case of qualified men. Some 
advised bleeding and physicking, while others advocated 
the administration of bromides, chloral, etc., but the 
result in either case was most unsatisfactory, and milk 
fever was regarded as one of the most fatal diseases of 
cows. Since the introduction of the insufflation system 
this fell disorder has been shorn of its terrors, and the 
veteri surgeon of to-day eet to deal with such 
cases with comparative confidence. 

Another disease calling for special remark is actinomy- 
cosis. In my early career the mode of treatment was 
scarification of the tongue and irrigation with iodine, 
an t gratifying, most of the patients ultimately 

- finding their way to the slaughterhouse. The iodide of 
ium treatment, now well known to you all, has 
revolutionised all this, much to the profit of the owner 
and the credit of the profession. In connection with 
this disease I may remark that a medical practitioner of 
my acquaintance assures me that in his hands the iodide 
of potassium treatment has had no curative effect what- 
soever in the human patient. 

Mr. Skinner then read some amusing methods of 
treatment from ancient authors, and contrasted them 
with the methods in vogue in more modern times, thus 
illustrating the advance in veterinary knowledge during 
the last century. He concluded by referring to the 
work done by ag able cattle pathologi of of the 
present generation, expressed our inde ness to 
their labours. 


GRUNTING IN Horses. 


The PRESIDENT, in introducing the subject of “ Grunt~ 
ing in Horses,” said that fourteen years at the insti- 
= of the Lincolnshire V.M.S., the subject had been 

iscussed. by the Society in relation to its being a cause 
of unsoundness. Unfortunately the discussion at that 
time led to no satisfactory solution of the difficulty, 
therefore he wished to again take the opinion of the 
members, and if come to some unanimous 
finding which would be a guide to the members in the 
examination of horses for soundness. 

Mr. McPHErson was of opinion that grunting in itself 
should not be Gnvactarined as an unsoundness. Many 
animals would grunt to the stick which would otherwise 
not do so. In such cases he would test the animal 

and more carefully for his wind; but would not 
regard it as unsoundness in itself unless the animal 
showed other indications of wind trouble. 

Mr. Hepsurn said if he found a horse grunting to 
the stick he aes him to further carefu 

ter was generally found to be wrong in his wind. 

e held that a horse when being tested should be put 
in harness and subjected to heavy work. He would not 
absolutely condemn a horse os without sub- 
jecting him to further tests. He would in any case 
mention it in the certificate. ; 

Mr. Stevwricut said that years ago he gave it as his 
opinion that if a horse grunted to the stick he would 
condemn him, as in the majority of such cases such 
animals turned out : 

Mr. Howarp did not think that grunting constituted 
an unsoundness in itself, but that all such cases should 
be thoroughly tested. He thought that we should come 
to some unanimous finding so that veterinary surgeons 
would less frequently be found to be at variance on the 
su 


. Howre said that when the subject was up last 
he was of opinion that grunting was not an unsound- 


tests, as a| Soc 


ness, but since that time he had ripened in experience. 
Some grunters remained sound and worked wh but as 
they were the exception he was now of opinion that all 
grunters should be condemned. 

Mr. SKINNER said that the question was—were we 
or were we not going to reject a grunter ? 

He admitted that there were exceptions, but said 
that we must ruthlessly condemn all grunters, as grunt- 
ing was only a premonitory symptom of roaring, which 
was a purely nervous disease. He stated that he could, 
by terrifying a horse by lunging it out of its wits, eure 
it temporarily of grunting, but that was only a trick. 
He moved that “In the opinion of the North of Scot- 
land Veterinary Medical Society grunting in a horse 
constitutes unsoundness.” 

Mr. Howarp seconded, and the motion was unani- 
mously agreed to. 

Mr. McPHERSON, in moving a vote of thanks to the 
President, said that it was a pleasure to see Mr. Skinner 
in that position, as he had been the originator of the 
Society, and for long had carried on the secretarial 
duties and had faithfully earned his promotion. 

Mr. SLEVWRIGHT in a word seconded, and the motion 
was carried with acclamation. 

Mr. McPHErson promised to bring before the Society 
at its summer meeting the results of his experiments 
on contagious abortion in cattle. 

The members afterwards lunched together in the 


Atheneum Hotel. 
Gro. Hower, Hon. Sec. 


CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 


A general meeting was held at Red Lion Square on 
Thursday, February 3rd, the President, Mr. T. Salus- 
bury Price, rans thechair. The following Fellows 
signed the attendance book: Messrs. W. S. Mulvey, 

m. Hunting, Vet.-Capt. C. H. H. Jolliffe, W. R. Davis 
R. J. Foreman, Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, G. H. Broad, 
James Rowe, J. W. McIntosh, R. J. Wall, N. Almond, 
J. B. Hare, E. Lionel Stroud, J. A. Gosling, W. 
Clarke, R. Bryden, J. Willett, F.O. Parsons, Prof. J. 
Macqueen, and Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. ; and 
as vistors: Messrs. H. O. Maegregor and Sidney L. 
site i f the special general f Dee 

e minutes of the special gen meeting o , 
16th and the last general meeting were borane dat and 
confirmed. 

CoRRESPONDENCE. 


Letters regretting inability to be present were an- 
nounced from Mr. W. Reekie and Mr. Charies Roberts, 
and one from Mr. Jno. Bexcoly on behalf of Mrs. J. W. 
Axe, acknowledging the letter of condolence sent by the 
lety. 
The SeckETARY announced the receipt of papers in 
connection with the meeting of the Royal Institute of 
Public Health at Birkenhead on July 18th to 23rd next 
inclusive, and it was that the question of appoint- 
ing delegates should be considered at the next meeting. 


Morsip SPECIMENS. 

Capt. JoLLirre exhibited photographs showing a 
peculiar neck injury in a mare who fell, in jumping, on 
to her head. e mare immediately got up, as ae 
hanging her head down and seeming rather she 
was apparently little the worse, but during the next day 
or two a very considerable amount of swelling of the 
whole region of the head and neck took place, and the 
mare was very stiff and sore and could hardly move. 
After a lapse of four or five weeks the swelling disap- 

po Say 


Cet for the peculiar deformity of t 
\ 


\ 
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Shave, who had seen the pho’ said he had seen 
a somewhat similar condition in a horse that had dis- 
located one of the oblique of the cervical verte- 
bra, and he thought very likely that that was what had 
happened in the prasint case. The mare was going to 
be subjected to the X-rays, and he would let the Fellows 
know the result at a future meeting. 

Capt. Jollitfe also exhibited some tarsal bones of a 
more, a troop horse of the First Life Guards, and gave 
the following hist« The mare was ten years old. 
On the 2nd September last, while the regiment was 
in camp at Salisbury Plain, she was found the first thing 
in the morning to be suddenly and acutely lame in 
the off hind limb, having been perfectly sound the pre- 
vious night. No weight whatever was placed on the 
limb, the animal standing, in fact, on three legs. It was 
soon apparent that the lameness was referable to the 
hock, the classical phenomena of an_inflammator 
process—pain, tenderness, heat, and swelling being all 
conspicuously present around the joint. In the course 
of a few days the mare was with difficulty conveyed in 
a float to the Veterinary Hospital at Bulford where she 
was placed in slings and departed from Capt. Jolliffe’s 
charge. By the 11th October all acute lameness had 
passed off and the horse was returned to Windsor, quite 
capable of trotting, and showing only slight lameness. 
There was a large exostosis on the internal and anterio- 
internal aspect of the hock over the lower third of the 
joint. The lameness continued to improve, but subse- 
quently it increased again, and finally, seeing that the 
case was gradually going back, the horse was des- 
troyed as incurable on the 13th January last. The 
post-mortem examination showed no abnormality in 
the fresh state other than the exostosis and a small 
lesion to be mentioned. On boiling the tarsal bones there 
was found to exist an extensive callus of cancellated 
or spongy bone tissue involving the anterior and in- 
ternal surfaces of the head of the great and internal 
small metatarsals, also the scaphoid and cuneiform 
magnum and parvum, the five bones being completely 
anchylosed. In addition, when the astragalo tibial 
articulation was first opened the inner lip of the tro- 
chlear surface of the astragalus showed a small linear 
area of ulceration with erosion of cartilage, and it would 
be seen that a corresponding depression in the bone was 
still apparent after boiling. The corresponding articular 
surface of the tibia appeared to show no such lesion. 
With regard to the lower bones of the hock, he enquired 
what was likely to be the etiology and nature of the 
condition. Was it of traumatic origin? The appear- 
ance of the bones simply indicated an ordinary condi- 
tion of productive osteo-periostitis or arthritis. The 
history, on the other hand, was far more indicative of 
some sudden injury, and the veterinary officer at Bul- 
ford Hospital regarded the case as one of tarsal fracture. 
Clinically there was no physical evidence or objective 
signs of any such injury, although “subjective symp- 
toms” were strongly suggestive of fracture. He was 
inclined to think there might have been a partial frac- 
ture of the cuneiform magnum as a result of which the 
condition of anchylosis and productive ostitis super- 
vened. It was evidently not the scaphoid that was 
fractured, because the upper surface of that bone was 
seen to be perfectly healthy. With regard to the lesion 
of the astragalus he could offer no theory about it. 

Replying to Prof. Wooldridge, with regard to the case 
of neck injury, Capt. Jolliffe said the horse was perfectly 
normal in every respect after the preliminary inflam- 
matory swelling had gone down, mit there was no sign 
whatever of any damage to the spinal cord. She could 
not be said to walk straight when the inflammatory 
swelling was present for the reason that she could be 
hardly moved at all. . The photographs were only taken 
about ten i ago, and the mare was then fit to do any 
ordinary work and apparently had nothing the matter 


with her except the deformity. She had not been 
tested with tuberculin. 

Prof. WooLDRIDGE said it would be interesting to 
have the mare tested with tuberculin, on account of the 
frequency of ostitis of the cervical vertebre of a 
tubercular nature. It was quite conceivable that the 
ostitis might have been in before the acci- 
dent occurred, and there might rm been some de- 
bility of the bone tissue of that region which in- 
creased the liability to fracture. 

Tn connection with the case of the hock, he thought 
there must have been existing at some time previously 
a spavin, and some accident occurred during 
which some portion of the exostosis had been broken 
off, setting up acute symptoms. 

Mr. Molweses exhibited specimens of the cervical 

ion of a cob gelding showing the articular ends of 
adja nt vertebrx extensively involved in ostitis. His 
attention was first of all directed to the animal on 
account of the rigid way in which it carried the neck. 

External manipulation of the part assisted ohe 
wa in locating the position or nature of the 
malady. 

Suspecting tuberculosis, he had the animal tested 
with tuberculin, but got no reaction. There was no 
apparent suffering, as the animal fed well and main- 
tained its bodily condition up to the end. In the way 
of doing something—though without any t faith in 
it—he applied a blister down both sides of the cervical 
column, and gave the animal a dose of physic followed 
by tonics. Its condition got worse, eventually losing 
control of its movements, and to end its misery it 
was destroyed. 

Mr. McIntosH also exhibited the pelvis of an aged 
cob gelding which during the course of a journey 
slipped without going down. Notwithstanding the 
complete and extensive nature of the fracture, it was of 
interest to note the animal was able to complete its 
journey and return home, a distance of several miles, 
without any very apparent suffering. 

Mr. ForEMAN said it was an extraordinary coinci- 
dence that these two cases should be brought before the 
Society that evening, as he himself had a case exactly 
similar to the cervical case described by Mr. McIntosh ; 
he had not yet diagnosed it except as a “chink backed” 
case complicated with a cold, but felt pretty certain 
now it was the same sort of thing. The animal was los- 
ing control over the front as well as the hind, it 
could ge pretty well straight, but in circular movement 
it inclined to plait its legs; couldn’t trace any brain 
tumour. There was a tremendous lot of quiveri 
occasionally, almost like tetanic convulsions. He 
been treating the animal with bromides and iodides 
without much improvement. Then, curiously ae, 
a few days previously he had a similar case of fractu 
pelvis, and in that case also the mare was able to bring 
the cart home. 

Mr. McIntTosH said that, in connection with the cer- 
vical injury, on making full enquiry of the driver he 
was told the animal, in some congested traffic, had run 
up against a van and had thus been compelled to throw 
its head somewhat violently to the side. This may have 
been responsible for the condition. 

Mr. ForeMAN said the horse he referred to had been 
always looked upon as a very nervous horse. 

Mr. J. B. HARE mentioned a case of cervical injury 
in a horse which had worked up to the day previous to 
the one she was found standing all of a heap in the 
stall. She could trot and walk perfectly well, but if the 
head was lifted she immediately sunk down on her hind 
parts. She was destroyed after five or six weeks, and 
the bones showed exactly the same condition as those 
brought forward by Mr. McIntosh. There was destruc- 
tive arthritis of the joint—2nd and 3rd cervical, which 


he understood was not an uncommon lesion for 
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employed for shunting purposes on railways, where a 
paar blow might set up the mischief. In _ his case 
he could trace no injury whatever, except that she might 
have got cast in the stall. 

The PrestpEnt said he had a case some months ago 
of a cob which acted somewhat in the same way as that 
Mr. Hare had described ; it could not see anything and 
had every symptom of staggers, and when its head was 
lifted to a certain height it rolled right over. At last it 
was considered unsafe to put him in the ring, and the 
cob was sent down to his farm, where it had been all the 
winter, and now showed no symptoms. He frequently 
lifted its head up to see whether there was any recur- 
rence but could find no symptom of it at present, and 
the cob was very fat, fresh, and lively. 

Prof. WootpripcE said he had seen the cob several 
times, and corroborated what the President had said. 
The remarkable thing was that immediately its head 
was lifted he would drop as though pole-axed, but in a 
moment he would get up again and seem to eat appar- 
ently none the worse. 

r. Huntrne asked how long the horse lived with the 
fractured pelvis. 

Mr. Molerosn said one night only, he was put up 
into slings at night and destroyed next ro 

Mr. Huntrne thought the specimens rather suggested 
that there had been two fractures. The fracture of the 
ischium was polished perfectly bright, and it could 
hardly be imagined that that polishing had taken place 
in twenty-four hours. He should say that a fracture of 
the ischium had occurred and then a stumbling separa- 
ted the other parts. 

Mr. McInrosu said there was no history of any pre- 
vious injury. 

Mr. Hunrtine said most likely a cold water bandage 
was put on the fetlock for the first fracture. He had in 
his possession the pelvis of a polo pony which had two 
fractures somewhat similar to that shown. The animal 
was killed after a fracture, and then an earlier fracttire 
was discovered. On onaeiry the following history was 
found. The pony was killed on a Saturday, and on the 
previous Saturday he had gone suddenly lame when 
turned at work. He was brought home and a cold 
water bandage was put on his fetlock, and he was all 

ight in three days—so sound indeed that his owner con- 

sidered him 1 enough to ride for one game. He 
rode him, and a fracture of the shaft of the ilium re- 
sulted. In addition to the new fracture was an older 
fracture of the pubis showing eburnation of the edges. 


“Pott Evit.”—By Pror. Macquren. 
ApsouRNED Discussion. 


Mr. Wittiam Hunting, after complimenting the 
opener of this lucid, clear, and thorough lecture, 
asked whether it would not be better to put in a separate 
clause the cases of poll evil which arose as the result of 
bursal injury or bursal disease. It was only when the 
bursa was opened that it was converted into a poll evil. 
Asa rough definition he should say that poll evil was 
“a suppurating wound somewhere in the region of the 
atlas that showed no signs of spontaneous healing,” an 
abscess that would not heal because there was necrotic 
tissue there, a condition similar to that found in quittor 
and fistula. In coal pits it was extremely common for a 
pony to be injured on the poll, but he had never known 
one that showed the slightest signs of being affected with 

ll evil, and he therefore held that poll evil was an 
injury in the region of the atlas and behind the crest of 
the occiput. With regard to causes, he believed injury 
was always present. e fact that some animals were 
affected on certain farms every year, or several in one 
year, simply proved that some awkward structural 
arrangements existed up against which the animals hit 
themselves. There were two or three layers of muscles 


in the region of the _ small, well-defined muscles, 
movements of which were likely to facilitate the 
of pus between them. He was inclined to think that 
that anatomical condition was one of the things that 
rendered poll evil so oraey Bee spread and so difficult to 
treat. He endorsed what Prof. Macqueen had said as to 
the peat care necessary in detail. 

ith regard to treatment, Prof. Macqueen had made 
cautious and sensible remarks about bold 
surgery ; but he was always a little doubtful of a man 
who talked about bold surgery and free incisions. He 
did not believe it was right to cut into healthy tissue 
unless absolutely obliged to do so either to get at some- 
thing deeper or to let out pus. The best treatment 
seemed to him to carry out the details with the know- 
ledge of surgery and pathology, to remove all necrotic 
tissue and make an independent orifice to every sinus. 
No disinfectants were required after that. If the wound 
was going to do good it did so ina very few days, and 
only required keeping clean. 

Mr. W. R. Davis could not agree—since the defini- 
tion was extended so as to cover cystic conditions of 
the bursa that favours the gliding of the ligamentum 
nuche over the atlas—that the diagnosis of poll evil 
was always quite as easy as some would seem to indi- 
cate, and on several occasions he had been puzzled to 
satisfy himself on the subject. Young cart horses in 
good condition would develop an enlargement at the 

k of the poll, and he had even blistered or treated 
with stimulating linaments polls where he was not cer- 
tain whether there was anything abnormal or not. 
When the disease had progressed and suppuration was 
taking place the diagnosis was, of course, not hesitating. 
He did not believe the disease was always due to an 
injury, and agreed with Prof. Macqueen that it was 
sometimes due to She reining, and that cause had been 
referred to in Williams’ surgery. The diséase was 
extremely common in the Cambridgeshire fens, where 
it was quite a common thing to see a large wagon, 
heavily det drawn by three or four big cart horses, 
with their chins drawn nearly up to the neck. He 
would not limit the ferm “poll evil” to cases where 
there was necrosis of the ligamentum nuche, because 
the bones might be necrosed and aiso the fibrous tissue 
belonging to certain muscles in the neighbourhood. 
With regard to treatment, in the first stage the use of a 
blister gave the horse rest and the disease a chance of 
healing. In the second stage, where suppuration was 
taking place and there was a cavity containing pus, the 
proper plan, he thought, was to chloroform the horse and 
insert deep anterior and terior setons. The hole 
should be made on top in the middle line and one made 
at the lowest part of the swelling, and a finger should 
be put in the upper hole and one in the lower hole and 
worked about until the impression of one finger with 
the other could be felt, and then a blunt pointed knife 
or seton needle should be put through. The seton 
should be a large one, either a lump of gauze or a piece 
of bandage of ordinary calico. After that the parts 
should be kept well disinfected with a strong antiseptic, 
perchloride of mercury or biniodide of mercury. The 
treatment in the third stage was more difficult. He 
had been called to a farm to see a mare with a huge 
swelling on the back of her poll, very painful, and with 
three sinuses discharging foetid pus on one side and two 
on the other. He was told that an unqualified man 
had been treating her for the whole of the summer. He 
had the parts well cleansed and the hair taken off, and 
the next day chloroformed the mare and opened one of 
the sinuses and let out a lot of foetid pus and debris of 
necrotic tissue from the cavity. He then made an in- 
cision in the middle line of the poll, from the occipital 
bone back some 12 inches, and found that the ligamen- 
tum nuche was very much necrosed, so much so that 
there was no oecasion to resect that structure, the 
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fingers sufficed to completely divide it, and the anterior 
ion was partly torn an ly scraped with a shoe- 
ing knife from the occipital bone. He took out all the 
dead and moribund tissue possible, mopped out the 
cavity and inserted a large seton anteriorly and another 
one posteriorly, and then turned the mare over and 
dealt in a similar way with the other side. He flushed 
out the cavity with a solution of perchloride of mercury. 
He soaked pads of gauze in tincture of iodine and 
stuffed the whole cavity, and it took half a pint of the 
tincture to fill the thing up. Two days afterwards the 
cavity was very fcetid, and there was a sloughing of a 
portion of the top of the dentata, the piece being re- 
moved with forceps and shoeing knife. He flushed the 
whole cavity out again with perchloride of mercury, and 
wacked it full of gauze soaked in tincture of iodine. 
later he dressed it every two or three days, and then 
once a week with antiseptics, and now the whole cavity 
was nearly filled up with granulation tissue, the mare 
carried her head perfectly well, and all swelling had 
disappeared. f 
With regard to the use of arsenic as mentioned by Mr. 
Wilson, great care should be taken, and never more 
than 10 or 15 grains should be used to plug the sinus ; 
large quantities sometimes causing great destruction o 
tissues, and giving rise to enormous inflammatory 
cedema. Several cases of poll eyil and of fistulous 
withers required the same treatment ; briefly a long 
incision in the middle line and drains from there to the 
most dependent part of the swelling. 
Mr. Ronas referred to pit nies who often 
wounded themselves on withers and poll, and. said he 
did not remember ever having seen fistulous withers or 
poll evil amongst them as a result of any such injury. 
Prof. ALMOND was struck by the extreme rarity of the 
disease at the present time. He was under the impres- 
sion that comparatively simple primary cases were in 
some instances converted into bad cases by rather 
clumsy treatment. He thought the proper treatment 
was simple, the difticulties arising from the character of 
the structures to be dealt with. The thing to aim at 
was cleanliness, leaving Nature to do the rest. In his 
treatment of cases he followed the plan that had been 
mentioned, searching for any sinuses that might exist, 
clearing them out, and keeping them open. He was a 
great advocate for packing all sinuses ; it allowed the 
absorption of any exudate, kept the walls of the sinus 
apart, and if the plugs were saturated with ontiente 
gave the sinuses a fair chance of starting a healthy 
granulation. Cleanliness and relief of tension were the 
main points to keep in view. When diseased bone was 
resent the difficulties would be materially increased ; 
Pat with soft tissues, the removal of dead tissue by 
surgical or other means gave a fair start for ultimate 
recovery. 
Tho PaRGDENT said for the last fortnight he had had 
in his possession a good sized elephant, and he was 
wondering whether an ny my ever suffered from poll 
evil, and if so how he could be got down for treatment ! 
(laughter). With to cattle, he had lived a good 
many years amongst bullocks and cows and had never 
remembered seeing such animals affected with poll evil, 
though he believed there were cases reported. The dis- 
ease was much more rare now in horses than it was some 
years ago. During his forty years practice he had 
a many cases in the early days, and judging from 
what he heard he.thought he must have been more 
successful than most people in treating the cases. He 
had gone in principally for antiphlogistic treatment— 
soothing treatment ; he did not believe much in the 
knife or too much syringe, but in following the dictates 
of Nature as much as possible. The name “ poll evil” 
was a good name. Bursitis was not such a good name 
because there were a lot of different burs in the horse. 
To compare the swelling in a poll evil to a molehill, as 


the French did, was ridiculous and a very far-fetched 
idea. With regard to Prof. Macqueen’s remark that poll 
evil might sometimes come from s' there was a 
swelling of the poll sometimes, and a swelling of 
the parotid region extending to the poll, but it was a 
very different swelling and with different consequences 
from poll evil. A swelling connected with strangles 
subsided directly the strangles subsided. He mentioned 
a case of a horse that was brought to him that had been 
bad for about six months, it had two sinuses on each 
side of the poll. He had the hair clipped off and the 
animal blistered and turned out to grass, and in about 
three months it cae up perfectly well, went to work 
for about five years, and ultimately died with twisted 
bowel. In cases of fistulous withers, blistering and 
turning the animals out to grass the cure was sometbi 
wonderful at times. He had had bad cases of poll evi 
that many practitioners would have opened out, probed, 
lacerated, and treated with powerful caustics, but by 
merely blistering them and turning out the recovery they 
had made had been good. Of course when there was 
diseased bone it was policy to open, but it was surprisi 
what blistering and turning out under supervision, an 
provided he can graze, would do for such cases. 

Captain JOLLIFFE mentioned the case of a remount 
which arrived with a slight, punctured wound’on the 
top of the head. It was apparently superficial and he 
thought nothing of it, but in the course of three days 
the animal was found with his head covered with blood, 
evidently having knocked the wound on the hay rack. 
He cleaned the wounnd and applied antiseptic dressings, 
but in the course of the next few days there was a tre- 
mendous amount of swelling and pain and tenderness. 
He determined to operate, but to away for two 
or three days and on his return found the condition very 
much better. However, everything being ready for the 
operation, it was potorped. He put the probe into the 
original sinus and found it went in about an inch in a 
vertical direction immediately behind the occipital crest. 
Chloroform having been adminisistered, he cut down in 
the middle line, making an incision about one inch deep, 
and found a sinus going back for a short way towa 
the wing of the atlas, and opening that up he could feel 
a small pus cavity at the bottom. He made a further 
opening just above and slightly anterior to the most 
prominent part of the wing of the atlas and introduced 
some gauze for drainage purposes, and the whole thi 
healed up in the most satisfactory manner. With onal 
to Mr. Davis’s remarks, he presumed Mr. Davis used a 
fresh piece of material at each dressing for his “ seton.” 

Mr. Davis said he changed the seton frequently. 

Prof. James MAcQuEkn, in reply, refe’ first to Mr. 
Upton, who said that poll evil might be associated with 
glanders, and he with Mr. Upton in that respect. 
He also agreed with Mr. Upton that good feeding had 
its effect. He should not, however, think it was advis- 
able for a member of the profession to use lime in the 
treatment of poll evil. 

He agreed with Mr. Hunting that so long as the 
bursitis was a closed bursitis it might very well not be 
considered in connection with poll evil, but in Germany 
the disease was ised as bursitis of the bursa of the 
ligamentum nuche. It was a good plan, as Mr. Hunti 
said, to restrict the definition of poll evil to the case 


had | abscess of the poll, a wound very much like a quittor, 


or fistulous withers, a wound that showed no disposition 
to heal ge quickly. That was the essence of poll evil, 
a chronic discharging wound at the poll. 

Captain Jolliffe’s case did not conform to the usual 
conditions observed in poll evil, and ap; to be a 
case of a wound of the poll of a recent character. 

With reference to causes, Mr. Ainsworth Wilson 
seemed to suggest that poll evil ey always meant 
necrosis of the ligamentum nuche, but he differed from 
Mr. Wilson in that respect. Necrosis of the ligamentum 
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nuchz did not exist in every case of poll evil. There 
were many of course, that were not easily explain- 
ed as to cause. In some instances it might be due to 
tight —, and in some to direct injury, but there 
were cases of bursitis that were not explainable. Tha 

however, was not altogether strange, as other bursa 
distensions—wind galls, capped hock, for instance— 
could not be explained. He had no doubt that injury 
of some kind was responsible for a t many 
and in the case of the poll it was possible that extensive 
and awkward or extreme movement in the way of flexion 
“—_ produce a chronic bursitis. 

s to several cases occurring at the same time on a 
farm, the natural answer was that what caused one 
case might cause the others. Prof. Wooldridge was in- 
clined to think there was a constitutional cause, but 
he did novagree with him. It might be, in some in- 
stances, due to strangles. Strangles infection might 
extend to the poll and produce abscess formation, and 
when the abscess was opened there would be a condition 
identical with ordinary poll evil ; but with that excep- 
tion, and possibly she exception of tubercular infection, 
poll evil in the majority was due to local injury. 

With to treatment, dealing first with the 
treatment of the early condition, most of those who 
had spoken were in favour applyin a blister. He 

with the President in blistering the poll and 


turnin to take 
the risk 

at the 

either 


to the second stage, one or two speakers 
had said he had not made a big enough opening, 
but if the report of his remarks were read it would be 
found that he had mentioned an opening “~ enough 
to permit a free exploration of the interior. e was in 
fact strongly in favour of a large opening, and he thought 
made as large openings as most persons. With re- 
gard to the place of opening, he thought all those who 
refe to the point were in favour of making the 
opening parallel with the ligamentum nuche. In some 
cases an opening at one side of the middle line was very 
suitable, but frequently he made the opening transversely 
at a right angle to the ligamentum nuche. If after ex- 
ploration ts Hshnennitune nuchz was found to be intact, 
and there was no occasion to expose it unduly, a man 
was quite justified in probing the sinuses first on one 
side and then on the other, cutting down below the level 
of the atlas or anywhere the probe might point, making 
an opening there, and introducing a piece of gauze as a 
seton or drainage tube, thus establishing free exit for 
the discharge. He did not quarrel with those who 
thought the best place to make the wound was alongside 
the a nuchz, because he had mnde it in that 
way himself, and he did not restrict himself to any 
special way. Mr. Wilson had referred to an operation 
performed in the United States of making an openin 
in the a, ne protuberance and draining the woun 
over the horse’s forehead, but he himself had never 
seen the ops moan occasion to drain a poll evil abscess by 
making a channel in the occipital bone, and of all in- 
novations in modern surgery that was about the least 
justifiable. With regard to Mr. Wilson’s complaint 
that there was no mention of caustics or setons, he 
might say that he did not use setons as setons, but used 
gauze and tape, not as a counter-irritant, but simply to 
establish an outlet for the disc . A gauze drain 
was rather more efficient in poll evil than the ordinary 
rubber tubing. Caustics he used sometimes in the shape 


cases, | it might not. 


of actual cautery, and he used an iron shaped like a 
poker. After making the — large enough he ap- 
plied the cautery where he thought it was required, not 
introducing a caustic into a sinus in a blind manner. 
reference to Mr. Almond’s remarks on pluge 
he looked upon plugging in poll evil as he should nak 
upon putting his money in a mine in South America—it 
might succeed and bring back satisfactory returns, and 
While plugging was often successful, in 
the case of all wounds of the class, a veterinary surgeon 
should not go in for too much plugging. To introducea 
ae the horse’s poll was a risky pro- 
in 


Prof ALMOND said he really meant 
ging, and he did not mention the wo 

Prof. MAcQuEEN, continuing, said with regard to the 
operation, Mr. Wilson preferred to operate on the horse 
standing, and that had taken him by surprise. He had 
never been able to operate on a horse standing if the 
poll evil was at all extensive, and he should say that a 
veterinary surgeon who attempted the operation wi 
the animal in a standing posture could not carry it o 
very efficiently, because unless the horse was down and 
under perfect control there were few operatois who 
would be able to perform a satisfactory operation. Mr. 
Wilson did not approve of syringing, but he (Prof. 
Macqueen) was in ieeeer of syringing the wound after 
operation, and further in introducing a flushing currette 
or snake tube which could be introduced into a sinus 
and to the very extremity of any pus track, in that way 
foreing the disinfectant through the wound. He did not 
always use an antiseptic, finding plain cold water driven 
through the flushing tube of benefit. He did not be- 
lieve in destrnctive surgery or too much mutilation ; 
but after having made the interior of the wound clean 
he endeavoured to keep it clean by frequent flushing, 
sometimes using an antiseptic and sometimes using 
plain cold water. 

On the motion of Mr. Davis, a hearty vote of thanks 
was accorded to Prof. Macqueen. 

A vote of thanks was also accorded to Capt. Jolliffe 
and Mr. McIntosh for their morbid specimens. 

The meeting then adjourned. 


Hucu A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


king, not plug- 
“ caustic.” 
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bana the less the — was interfered with by blister- 
ing the better. On the score of expediency he saw no 
special objection to applying a blister as Mr. Davis sug- 
gested, but from a surgical point of view he failed to see 
its advantage. 
| 
Nairobi. 
Mombasa. 
Fort Hall. 
| No fixed headquarters. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Sh 
and- Mouth Seah, Swine Fever. 


Out- 
. Joreaks| 


mals. 


Ani- Out- | Out- 


Attacked 3] breaks 


Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Feb. 12 


( 1909 ... | 29 68 
Corresponding week in ne 


7 
12 35 | Hants 1 29 24 113 
17 69 | Kent 1 47 105 
14 45 |London 11 26 38 159 


Total for 7 weeks, 1910 


Cor nding period in ; 1 
{ 1907 130 | 166 


71 | 189 |Surrey 1] 265 210 14389 
108 115 412 412 195 876 
128 241 241 259 1116 


* Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Feb. 15, 1910. 


Parasitic Mange (outbreaks) 


Week ended Feb. 5 


IRELAND. 


18 


wea | | 
Corres ing Week in se 


Total for 6 weeks, 1910 15 134 5 
1909... 1 1 16 92 3 2 
Corresponding period in {3a wos 2 2 3 136 20 364 
1907 ... 19 88 . 26 350 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Feb. 8, 1910 


Norse.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


ORDER OF THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE 
AND FISHERIES. (Datep Fes. 8, 1910.) 


ANIMALS (NOTIFICATION OF DISEASE) ORDER OF 1910. 


The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, by virtue and 
in exercise of the powers vested in them under the 
Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1909, and of every 
other power enabling them in this behalf, do order, and 
it is hereby ordered as follows : 

Application of Order.. 

1. The diseases to which this Order applies are 
cattle 
foot-and-mouth disease, sheep-pox, sheep-scab, swine- 
fever, anthrax, epizootic lymphangitis, rabies, glande 
and farecy, and the definitions of “disease” an 
“di ” in the Diseases of Animals Act, 1894, are 
extended for the purposes of this Order accordingly. 

Notification of Disease. 

2.(1) A veterinary surgeon or veterinary practi- 
tioner who in his private practice is employed to ex- 
amine any head of cattle, or any sheep, goat, swine, 
horse, ass, or -aeage ted the carcase of any such animal, 
and is of opinion that the animal is diseased, or was 
diseased when it died or was slaughtered, or suspects 
the existence of disease therein, shall with all practic- 
able speed give notice of the existence or suspected 
existence of disease to an Ins of the Local 
mri and also, except where the disease is anthrax, 
sheep-scab, glanders or farcy, to a constable of the police 
force for the police area in which the animal or carcase 
is, who shall transmit the information to the Board o 


lague, contagious pleuro-pneumonia of cattle, |' 


Agriculture and Fisheries by te addressed “ Agri 
y telegram Agrifi 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


(2) An Inspector of the Local Authority on receipt of 
notice under this Order shall forthwith report the exis- 
tence or suspected existence of disease to the Local 
Authority, and if the disease is anthrax, glanders, or 
farcy, also to the Medical Ofticer of Health of the Sani- 
tary District in which the animal or carcase is. 

@ The notification of disease hereby prescribed 
shall be in addition to any notification prescribed by any 
other Order relating to the disease. 


Communication of Information of Disease by one 
Authority to another. 

3. Where a Local Authority receives under this 
Order or otherwise information of the existence or sus- 
pected existence of disease in relation to a carcase of an 
animal that has died or been slanghtered in the District 
of another Local Authority, the “Local Authority shall 
forthwith transmit the information to the other Local 


Authority. 
Fee for Notification. 


4.—(1) A veterinary surgeon or veterina’ ti- 
tioner who under and in accordance with this Order 
eevee. neten of the existence or suspected existence of 

ease to an Inspector of the Local Authority shall be 
entitled to receive from the Local Authority a fee of 
two shillings and sixpence for each notification. 

(2) Wheretwo ormore animals or carcases are examined 
by a veterinary surgeon or veterinary practitioner on the 
same premises and at are 

or are suspected of being diseased, one fee o' 
shall be payable to him in respect of the notification 
of the existence or suspected existence of disease in such 
animals or carcases. 
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Commencement 


5, This Order shall come into operation on the first 
day of April, nineteen hundred and ten. 


Short Title. 


6. This Order may be cited as the ANIMALS (Norrrt- 
CATION OF DISEASE) Rendon 1910. 
In witness whereof the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries have hereunto set their Official Seal 
L.S. this eighth day of February, 
hundred and ten. 
T. H. Exxiort, Secretary. 


nineteen 


TRANSVAAL DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


Tue Vererrnary Division. (for Contagious Diseases). 


Principal Veterinary Surgeon : 

C. E. GRay, M.R.C.v.s. 
Assist. Principal Veterinary Surgeon : 

J. M. Curisry, M.R.C.v.s. 
District Government Veterinary Surgeons : 

J. CHALMERS, Witwatersrand. 
. May, Waterberg. 
{Du Zoutpansberg. 
Wakkerstroom. 
Lydenburg. 
Litchtenburg and Marico. 
Ermelo and Carolma. 
Barberton. 
Heidelberg and Standerton. 
Krugersdorp. 
. GARRAWAY, Pretoria. 
INDSAY, Middelburg. 
Rustenburg. 
Potchefstroom, Wolma- 

ransstad, and Bloemhof 

J. Dunnine, Relieving Officer. 
. CONACHER, Seconded for Service with Portu- 
guese East Africa Administration. 


RMD 


TN 


H. 
Ww. 
J. 
H. X 
J. 
J. 
R. 
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THe VETERINARY BACTERIOLOGICAL Division, 


Government Veterinary Bacteriologist : 

ARNOLD THEILER, Schweiz. Tierarz. Staats- 
diploma ; Dr. Med. Vet. University, Berne ; Hon. 
Associate k.c.v.s., London ; Associé étranger de la 
Société de Pathologie Exotique, Paris; Membre 
Corresp. de la Société Centrale de Med. Vet., Paris; 
F.R.s., South Africa. 

Assistant Government Veterinary Bacterioloyists : 
James WALKER, M.R.C.V.S. 
Watrer Frei, Schweiz. Tierarz. Staats-diploma ; 

Dr. Med. Vet. University, Zurich. 


THE REGISTER FOR 1910. 


Our new Register has now a and we may 
commence a brief survey of its contents by saying at 
once that such alterations as have been introduced are 
all in the direction of improvement. 

The book is better and more strongly bound than in 
previous years, and one or two slight touches of the 
printer’s art have wonderfully improved its external 
appearanee. Internally, also, it continues to advance 
upon former issues. 2 

The various lists have, of course, been revised ; and 
even a cursory glance through the pages will reveal 


many changes of address, indicating that this essential 
part of the work is still being carefully executed. Beyond 
this, there are several new additions which, like others 
during the last two years, have been made with the 
object of rendering the book more useful for profess- 


ional reference. 

These may be briefly mentioned. The text of the 
new Diseases of Animals Act, 1909, which provides for 
the payment of notification fees to veterinary surgeons, 
is inserted ; and there are lists of the Territorial Veter- 
inary Service and of the various Standing Committees 
of the Council, and a list of important dates for the 
year 1909-10. All are undeniably useful additions, 
especially the two first named. They occupy five pages, 
and, with five more at the end of the work devoted to 
advertisements of the various schools, comprise the new 
features of the present Register. 

The addresses of several members are noticed as 
missing. They should at once communicate with the 
Registrar to prevent their names being removed from 
- ew under the operation of Section 5 (4). of 
the Act. 

As already advertised, the book is now published by 
the College, and can only be obtained from the Regis- 
trar, R.C.V.S., 10 Red Lion Square, W.C., at 3/6 post 
free. It seems to be becoming more serviceable to the 
profession every year, and it is to be hoped that practi- 
tioners will show their sense of this by increasing the 
demand for it. 


New Superintendent at Islington. 


The Court of Common Council, at their meeting on 
3rd_inst., approved the a of Mr. William 
Gordon Barnes, M.R.C.V.8., as Superintendent of 
Slaughterhouses and  Veteri Inspector at the 
Metropolitan Cattle Market, Islington. Mr. Barnes 
—— at the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 

inburgh, in 1888, obtaining first class honours in 
cattle pathology. For some time he acted as locum 
tenens for Mr. Dixon, M.R.C.V.8., at Margate, and then 
went out to India as veterinary surgeon and salesman 
to Messrs. Cook and Co., auctioneers and remount 
agents, Calcutta, where he remained for two years. Mr, 
Barnes returned to Scotland, where for nine years he 
acted as Veterinary Inspector under the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Acts, also Markets and Food Inspec- 
tor for the county of Sutherland. On the outbreak of 
the South African War, Mr. Barnes volunteered for 
active service, and for over two years was a veterinary 
lieutenant in the South African Field Force. During 
the latter part of the oy he was Chief Veterinary 
and Remount Officer of the First Division of the 
S.A.F.F. under Lord Methuen, and for some time he 
was specially detailed to superintend the rinderpest 
inoculation camp at Winburg, Orange River Colony. At 
present he holds the position of Veterinary Officer to 
the 2nd Battalion of Lovat’s Scouts, his connection with 
them dating back to the time of their formation in 
1903. Again returning to Scotland, Mr. Barnes entered 
the service of the City of Edinburgh Public Health and 
Markets Department, where he acted as Veterinary In- 
spector, his duties comprising the inspection of meat in 
shops, markets, etc., also the inspection 
of cows and cowsheds. 

The London County Council about three years 
resolved to appoint a veterinary surgeon who should 
devote his inn Gas to the duties of inspecting cows 
in the cowsheds within the County of London, and Mr. 
Barnes was selected from among a large number of 
applicants to fill the position. At the latter end of last 


ear when the Cit ration appointed a veterinary 
cdg to the Public Health Department, Mr. Barnes 
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was one of the short list who appeared before the Sani- 
tary Committee. We understand he enters on his new 
duties on Ist March, when Mr. Young proceeds to the 
Central Markets, Smithfield, in succession to Mr. G. P. 
Terrett.— Meat Trades’ Journal. 


Remarkable Horse Gun Fatality. 


In the City of London Coroner’s Court on Friday, 
February 11th, Dr. F. J. Waldo held an inquiry with 
reference to the death of Herbert Passfield, 46, lately 
residing at 36, Stracey Road, Forest Gate, who died in 
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital in strange circumstances. 

In opening the case the Coroner said the deceased 
was fatally shot by a horse pistol known as Greener’s 
Patent Humane Cattle Killer. When he (the Coroner) 
was Medical Officer of Heaith for Southwark it was one 
of his duties to visit a horse slaughterer’s premises, but 
at that time Greener’s patent was a larger instrument 
than the one in Court and had a safety cap over it. The 
d was a horse slaughterer in the employ of 
Messrs. Harrison and Barber, Ltd., of 19, Whinthorpe 
Street, Whitechapel. 

A gentleman, who said he was Messrs. Harrison and 
Barber’s secretary, expressed the deep regret and 
sympathy of the directors with the relatives of the 
dosent in their sad loss, and added that all the firm’s 
employes had strict instructions never to load these 
pistols unless they were actually wanted, and not to lay 
them down when they were loaded. 

The Coroner: Have you any printed regulations to 
that effect !—I don’t think so. 

The Coroner demonstrated to the jury the use of the 
pistol, and said he believed they were more humane in 
the killing of horses. 

Mr. Barber (Harrison and Barber) said that when 
horses were killed by pole-axes they used to kick, but 
with Greener’s patent they hardly moved at all. 

The Coroner said that in Germany and France the 
strapped the instrument to the horse’s head and hit it 
with a mallet. 

Mr. Barber added that the reason why butchers did 
om: ag the patent was because the meat did not keep so 
well. 

_ The Coroner : Is horse flesh eaten in London !— No, 


sir. 

Not knowingly, I suppose ?—No, sir. (Laughter.) 

Caroline Passfield, widow of the deceased, stated that 
her husband was a horsekeeper, and filled in his spare 
time by killing horses and driving-Mr. Barber about. 
He was a very healthy man, and of sober habits. He 
left home at 5.25 a.m, on February 2nd _ in good spirits, 
but the same night witness was told that he had met 
with a “slight injury” and was in St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital, having been shot in the thigh by a horse gun. 
The decersed had been in Mr. Barber’s employ about ten 
years. Although witness was told it was not necessary 
for her to go to the hospital, she was so worried that she 
went the next day. At 7 p.m. the deceased regained 
consciousness and just recognised witness, but he was 
too bad to be questioned about the accident. On the 
Friday, however, he said that it was a wonder that he 
was not killed outright. He died on Tuesday, February 
8th. He had never threatened suicide, being perfectly 
well in body and mind. 

Frank Hammond, horse slaughterer in Messrs. Harri- 
son and Barber’s employ, stated that he and the 
deceased had been fellow workers for six or seven years. 
Passfield was a hard-working and skilled man in the 
execution of horses and cattle. At twenty minutes past 
six p.m. on February 2nd they drove their van into 
Messrs. Whitbread’s brewery in Chiswell Street, E.C., 
where there was a horse to be slaughtered. With them 
they had the horse pistol (produced). 


The Coroner: Don’t you ever use es now !— - 
No, never, we have given them up for two or three 


years. 

How long has this cattle killer been in use —Four or 
five years. We used to use a bigger one, and it was 
covered with a safety cap so that if it felldown it would 
strike nothing. 

The Coroner : There is not one on these ! Saar. 

Continuing, the witness said that the firm was licen- 
sed under the L.C.C. On the poh par they 
had arranged for the horse to be killed, witness was 

ulling the tarpaulin off the van when he heard a report. 
Passfield said “my leg is broken,” and seeing that he 
was bleeding, witness called assistance and he was taken 
to the hospital. Witness then found the pistol on the 
hard ground. It had evidently been placed on the tar- 
paulin by the deceased, who had told witness that he 
would take it out of the bag and kill the horse. The 
deceased was a yard away from the van, Witness did 
not know that the pistol was on the tarpaulin when he 
pulled it off. 

The Coroner: Where did you keep the cartridges !— 
In our pockets. I had one in mine. 

Witness added that no one else except he and the 
deceased had any bullets for the weapon. 

A Juror: Is it the custom to take these things away 
in a loaded state from the premises !—No, sir. 

The Coroner : Are there any regulations by which you 
do this work !—Yes, sir. 

Are they in print !—No. 

What are they !— Not to load until you get your horse 


0 tells you that?—The foreman. Its an under- 
stood thing at the yard. 

This horse was ready, was it not !—Yes, sir. 

Edward Mander, under horse foreman at Messrs. 
Whitbread’s Brewery, stated that when he was talking to 
Passfield at the tail end of his van he saw him load the 
gun, having taken a bullet from one of his pockets. He 
unscrewed the gun and put the bullet in, and witness 
had moved his head to the man who was holding the 
horse when there was a loud report. Turning round 
witness saw Passfield drop into a stoopimg position. 
Witness did not see the deceased put the pistol on the 
cart, but, of course, he might have done so when he 
turned his head. Witness saw the gun on the und, 
lying just behind the deceased, a yard from the tail- 
board of the cart. Passfield was conscious. Another 
man came and killed the horse with the same weapon, 
or one like it. The animal was killed instantaneously 
and fell on its knees. 

By the Coroner : Witness thought the pistol dropped 
from the cart. He could not suggest any reason why 
the deceased put the pespen on the cart, because he had 
instructions not to take the gun out until he was ready 
to slaughter, and the bridle only just been removed 
when the weapon went off. 

Henry Watson, horsekeeper at Messrs. Whitbread’s 
Brewery, said he led the horse, which was lame, out to 
be killed. The animal was facing the tail of the slangh- 
terer’s cart, and the deceased removed his coat and vest. 
He had the weapon in his hand and laid it down on 
the tarpaulin of the van, near the tail end, while he 
rolled up his sleeve. Then the last witness pulled the 

ulin off and there was an explosion. 
he Coroner : That seems to be pretty clear. Did he 
make any statement !—He said—“ My leg; my leg’s 
bro ken ” 


Witness added that the deceased was taken to the 
hospital on Messrs. Whitbread’s ambulance. 

r. Kenneth Douglas Pringle, house surgeon at St. 
Bartholomew’s Hospital, spoke to admitting the deceased 
with three bullet wounds—two of entrance, and one of 
exit. The first wound of entrance was on the left thigh, 
low down and behind, The bullet had apparently 
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travelled upwards into the flesh of the thigh, and come 
out in front just below the groin—the wound of exit. It 
had then entered the wall of the abdomen in front, 
having travelled upwards the whole time. Such in- 
he would be caused by one bullet. There was.a little 
lackening round the first entrance wound. Witness 
a consultation a his — a and an 
operation was s or exploration. nis Was per- 
formed, and the Tecained seemed considerably relieve. 
eb. 7, 


He recovered for a few days, and on one ey 
owever, 


much better. On Tuesday evening, 
e died. 

The Coroner: What did you glean at the operation ? 
—I found on tracing up that the bullet had entered the 
abdominal cavity and lacerated and considerably des- 
troyed a small portion of the intestine. There were 
several small wounds in the loop of the small bowel, 
and they removed a portion of the intestine. 

One can live without a considerable amount of the 
large or small intestine ?—Yes. 

t has been taken right away in some cases. Some 
people seem to live longer if they have none at all ?—Yes. 
itness added that when admitted Passfield was con- 
scious, but although he made no definite statement he 
said the accident was caused by a horse gun going off 
when pulled out of the cart. Witness thought he said 
it was his mate who pulled it out of the cart. At the 
operation five inches of intestine was removed, and the 
ends were joined together to make a continuous tube. 

The Coroner : It’s wonderful what you surgeons can 
do since Lister introduced his method. The opening of 
the abdomen is looked upon as perfectly safe ?—Yes. 

Not many years ago it was not attempted—it was 
looked upon as certain death ?—Yes. A 

Continuing, witness said he made a post-mortem 
examination and found the bullet lying in the muscles 
of the back. Death was due to exhaustion from general 
peritonitis, set up by the bullet wounds. 

Have you seen this instrument (cattle killer) before? 
—No. 

Would it be more humane than the old poleaxes !— 
Yes, becanse the poleaxe depends upon the skill of the 
man—the cattle killer seems more accurate. 

Mr. Alfred Barber, of 264 Victoria Park Road, Eastern 
district manager to Messrs. Harrison and Barber, deposed 
that the thirteen dep6ts—five in London—and em- 
ployed from 80 to 90 men. The L.C.C. lations 
were very strict, he said, and they suggested that they 
had better use Greener’s patent cattle killer. When a 
nervous man used poleaxes horses sometimes had to be 
struck twice and they kicked. This looked bad in the 
streets. In the case of the cattle killer, however, a man 

ut it where he liked on the horse’s head, struck it, and 

leath was instantaneous ; in fact, an animal rarely 
moved. The old pattern was called the “ Bell,” but 
they used the new kind because it was more convenient 
to carry about. With the old type one had to have a 
mallet, and sometimes the bells got broken. 

ou consider the old type was safer ?—Y 

especially since this accident, although we haven't 
an accident during the five or six years we have been 
using this. 

Did you have any with the old one ?—No. 

Has there been any death through the use of them? 
—Only when wilfally done. We had two men kill 
themselves. One‘man put it on his chest and tapped it, 
and the other put it on his head. 

Are there any written regulations for the men !—No, 
but the man had regulations that he was not to load his 
gun until the horse was ready. , 

Was he told when he came !—Yes, I told him myself. 
When a fresh man comes he is put to work in the 
slaughterhouse, and is not sent out until he is thoroughy 
competent. They generally carry about two cartridges. 


man 
was. ing a very clean man 
his cuffs up. I am surprised he 
he did. 

What becomes of horse flesh ?—Cats’ meat. 

Every piece is used, is it not ?—Not every piece. 

What about hoofs !—I think they go for combs. 

Not turned into jelly, or anything of that !—They 
be ! (Laughter). 

as the deceased experienced in killing horses }— 

Yes, and one of the best men I have had—sober and 


steady. 

They run a great risk from glanders’—Yes, but we 
are very careful. 

The Coroner: Yes, and you have to be under the 
regulations of the L.C.C. 

In summing-up, Dr. Waldo said the case seemed to be 
one of death through the accidental discharge of one of 
Greener’s horse killers. There was nothing to suggest 
that the poor fellow wished to take his own life. He 
thought Watson's evidence clinched the whole thing. It 
would be for the jury to say if they had any suggestions 
to make, but having seen the old pattern killer he (the 
coroner) was of opinion that it was safer, as it was fitted 
with a safety cap. (Hear, hear, from the jury). How- 
ever, he supposed that if they were used one to re- 
move the cap before killing a horse. 

On behalf of Messrs. Harrison and Barber, Mr. Barnes, 
solicitor, said that for some time the directors had been 
considering the question of these pistols, but neither 
gun makers or anyone else could suggest anything. 

The jury returned a verdict of accidental death. 

The Coroner: Yes, I think it is quite as clear as day- 
light on the evidence. I am sure you willall join me in 
ss sympathy with the widow ; it is a very 

case 


carrying out instructions ?—Yes, he 
suppose he was turning 
put it on the cart like 


The jury (in unison): Yes. 


Horse Owners and the War Office. 


i meeting of horse owners was held at 


A 
Aldri 


ge’s Repository, St. Martin’s Lane. Mr. Richard 
Tilling in the chair. 


According to a report supplied by 
a correspondent, the meeting d unanimously to a 
definite minimum price which the Government should 
be asked to pay for all horses hired for the training of 
the Territorial Force. It was also agreed to ask that 
the Registration fee, which has fallen from 10s. to 5s. 
— the South African War, should be raised to 15s. at 
east. 

A sub-committee consisting of Mr. Tilling, Mr. Meynell 
Hunt (president of the National Union of Horse and 
Vehicle Owners), Mr. T. W. French Mr. 
Wimbush, Mr. H. T. Rickards, Mr. Phillips (National 
London Riding School), and Mr. Robertson (of Messrs, 
Priest, Limited), was appointed to inquire into certain 
grievances, and to Ny a case to put before the Seec- 
retary of State for War. One of the grievances is that 
in many cases insufficient care is taken in the feeding of 
horses while they are hired by the Territorial Force. 
Another is that the instructors in Army riding schools 
are allowed to give lessons to civilians at very low fees, 
to the detriment of private establishments. At the Army 
riding schools lessons are given to civilians at 2s., as 
compared with 7s. 6d., which is considered a fair fee at 
a private school. The sub-committee will meet on Feb- 
ruary 14th and will consider the position as regards 
horses which fall sick or are killed during the period of 
hire. At present, if a horse falls sick, it is returned to 
the owner at his own expense, and another must be sent 
in its place. The contention of owners, as it was ex- 
pressed at the meeting yesterday, is that, if a horse has - 
once passed the Army veterinary surgeon, the authorities 
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should be compelled to retain it at their own risk. 
Owners will also ask the Secre for War that horses 
should be valued at the time of hiring. They o— the 
present method of valuing a horse after death, for pur- 
poses of compensation, as unsatisfactory. 


The Ear-Marking Plan. 

A conference took place at the Royal Agricultural 
Society’s offices, under the chairmanship of Lord Middle- 
ton, on the subject of the national horse supply. 

Among the subjects before the conference were 
of passing a Bill for preventing exportation of ear- 
marked horses and appointing a committee to further 
this object. It was suggested that horses should be 
classified in four 

1. The light weight th bred. 

3. e weight ng hunter. 

4. The Artillery wheeler. 

The Chairman said the most important question was 
the supply of horses for the Army, and ear-marking had 
been . a asa means of fulfilling the requirements. 

Mr. W. Phillpotts Williams (Secretary of the Ear- 
Marking Association) said that the scheme had been 
favourably received at the local horse shows. It was a 
war supply that they had to aim at, and it was the war 
supply only that concerned the Ear-Marking / ia- 
tion. They had to take d as one estate, with the 
Channel as its wos ag a ence, and to breed horses 
which would remain in the country. They must bind 
the breeder to a certain extent, and restrict the sale. If 
they did that they must compensate the farmer liber- 
ally. The ordinary trade conditions must not be inter- 
we with, but ear-marked horses must be stopped at 


ports. 

It did not seem very hard to arrange a mark with 
the farmers, to fix a scale of premiums, and see that 
the Custom House carried the scheme out. There was 
an pore connection between the local horse shows 
and the question of national defence. A grant of 
£20,000 a year should be made to the local horse shows, 
with which they should approach the farmers. 
simplicity of the scheme was in its favour. If a severe 
war came the suitable horses could be commandeered at 
their proper value. Fox hunting is a great asset in 


national defence, especially since the advent of the! der. 


motor, and the 200,000 horses kept for this Pe were 
a defensive force which they could ill a rd to lose 
(Hear, hear.) They wanted a federation of breed 
societies, with a Government grant for the secretary of 
each society. The first work of the new Development 
Commissioners should be to deal with the horse supply. 
He would like to see a commencement made with the 
ear-marking of 50,000 brood mares throughout the 
7, and Ireland should be asked to co-operate with 


Lord Erroll said he did not think they could com- 
rily prevent the horses fon out of the country, 
use that would spoil the market for the horse 

breeders, but they should go into the market and com- 
pete. He did not think it was unreasonable to ask for 
money. F rance spent £300,000 in the encouragement 
of horse breeding; Germany and Austria-Hungary, 
£200,000 each ; and the only encouragement their own 
Government gave was the beggarly £5,000. In any 
Continental war they would find the foreign market 
closed to them. During 1906 there were over 60,000 
horses exported. 


To the Editor of the Morning Post. 


Str,—Through the negligence of successive Govern- | Th 


ments the problem of the supply of military horses in 
time of emergency has become acute. We have. been 


told, if I recollect aright, in a reply toa question in the 
House of Commons, there is no shortage of military 
horses. It will be observed that the Fagor tense is 
used and the reference is obviously to th supply 
which for our Army is very small. But it does not solve 
problems to shirk + Soe and it does not minimise the 
danger to which in future years the nation may be ex- 
posed by refusing to recognise that the motor has affect- 
ed the breeding of horses of a type suitable for the Army. 
Lord Middleton, I see from the report of the proceedings 
at the Ear-Marking Conference, considers that the bad 


those | times of the “ Eighties” induced farmers to give up their 


sporting nags and bend their backs to business. : 
may be so in a few cases, but the seriousness of the sit- 
uation has only developed since the motor became a 
competitor with the horse and since the conversion of 
the tramways to propulsion by mechanical power threw 
thousands of half-bred and mongrel horses on the market 
to join the ranks of the unemployed. It is true that 
many American horses were used in large City studs and 
that the imports of this type of horse have fallen off 
tly, but it is equally true that the home breeder has 
see mime of a market for the nondescript, which 
has hitherto proved very useful. Our reserve of horses 
is greatly weakened, and as the farmer has his own pocket 
to consider in the first place, he has turned his attention 
to other sources of revenue than breeding a hunter with 
a fairly good market in the background for a misfit. 
The Army absorbs a very small number of horses annu- 
ally, the conditions of purchase being so exacting and 
the price so low that no farmer dreams of breeding 
horses for military use. Obviously this state of affairs 
should be altered, but how to carry out that object is the 

difficulty. 
The ear-marking scheme which received the blessing 
of the meeting on Wednesday is far from convincing. 
Its defects, in my opinion, outweigh its 
possesses any. It poses to prevent expo on by 
notching the ears pp tna which are deemed to be suit- 
able for military purposes, the Government paying a 
retainer to the owner, the sum agreed upon varying with 
the value of the foal, filly, or mare. The scheme would 


The | not be compulsory, but might be accepted voluntarily by 


the owner of the animal. It may be taken as a fact that 
the principle upon which English breeders have built 
up their reputation is that of selling to the highest bid- 
The ter the demand the more numerous 

supply. is-ear-marking scheme seeks to establish a 


rate a while mares of the best class would still go 
abroad. e must be careful to discriminate between 
the objects of ear-marking and their ultimate effect. I 
do not think any sensible farmer would accept a £10 
note as the price of missing the chance of a fore: s 
bid, for he bids well for the right material. e do 
not wish to drive the foreign buyer away. Whatever 
may be said against him, he is an extremely valuable 
factor in our markets. Indeed, without him there would 
be fewer horses of the Army type bred. It is a reasona- 
ble supposition that if the foreign buyer outbids his 
ear-marking proposals would on accepted for 

which are not wanted abroad. To go one step further, 
is it not obvious that the retainers would for 
the ter part be given and acce for horses that 
weld always be at call of the country should the 
emergency arise? As to the encouragement to breed 
the kind of horse wanted, surely we can find a better 
means than subsidising second-rate half-breeds or 


The object which I think should be steadily kept in 
view is to keep as many of our best mares as ble. 
ints we hear are mainly concerned about the 
class of ing mare rather than about their insuffi- 
cient numbers. Why should we expect the Government 


- | new tna, In effect it would encourage the second- 
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to run its horse-breeding scheme cheaply! A Dread- 
a, egg about two millions sterling, and if to retain 
the mares and provide stallions the Government 
spent half that sum annually, would it not bea cheap 
form of insurance? [ can see no satisfactory solution 
to the problem unless the authorities will accept the in- 
evitable and bid against the foreign buyer. Let the 
nation become the owners of their best breeding stock 
and they will not then go abroad. In every grade of 
stock-breeding we invite the foreigner to buy, and wel- 
come him when he comes. We know that if he in- 
creases the demand the supply will be forthcoming. If 
the Government became a buyer of breeding s the 
opportunities for disposal would be greater. Better 
hunters would be produced, and the country would be 

lendidly stocked to meet the emergency as it arose.— 

ours, etc., 

Feb. 3. SPERO. 


M.O.H. Scheme. 


Under the auspices of the Cambs. and Isle of Ely 
Chamber of Agriculture, a meeting was held at the Lion 
Hotel, Cambridge, on 22nd ult., when Mr. Geor, 
Stapleton, of Sydenham, explained the Master of’ Hounds 
Organisation for encouraging British breeders to supply 
the British Army with British horses. 

Mr. Stapleton said that he would be glad if the gent- 
lemen present who had given up their time to attend 
that meeting would allow him to go freely into those 
details that had necessitated their being called together. 

There was no intention of creating yet another Society 
to trespass upon the financial grounds of the existin 
ones ; the effort was for such an organisation as coul 
be of service to the Government and create security for 
our breeders in production. An Imperial Horse Society 
was the only remedy, but it must Imperial, having 
equitable terms between breeders and public funds. 

There was not the slightest woes Me the matter : 
the organisation was so far advanced that practically the 
entire ing ground could be covered with breeding 
branchés, so conducted and so secured that an absolute 
market could be created whereby every degree and qual- 
ity of horse material could be produced on terms that 
would allow £15 per horse, more being paid for remounts, 
and then leave a similar sum unappropriated, taking the 

gate cost per horse to the nation under the present 
existing system of supply. 

The speaker said he was in friendly communication 
with the powers of organisation in Ireland, and could 
give them statistics that would astonish them ; but he 
conld assure them that unless they woke up, [reland’s 
chance of obtaining money from any Development Fund 
was at nt much stronger than England’s, arising 

urely from the forward condition of her organisation. 
Bhe had already given trials to experiments for nine 
years, and amongst other things was the fact that in 1909 
303 stallions were registered, and no less than 3,500 
mares, absolutely by registration under the country’s lien 
and control. Our present position was not the fault of 
Board of Agriculture, for. Lord Carrington in 1907 
publicly told them that an organisation of breeders and 
co-operation of the entire horse interest was the only 
likely key to open the doors of the Treasury, and at the 
same time he pointed out that the present state of thin 
was dangerous. After mentioning that the M.F.H. 
organisation and scheme was registered in September, 
1903, and with the exception of suspending operations 
for some considerable time to enable the Royal Commis- 
sion to issue their report, he said it had been continu- 
ously worked at and developed ever since the date of its 
registration, and that such had been carried on entirely 
the aid of and su of the British Masters of 
ounds, without ide subscriptions or Government 


grants—he claimed on behalf of the promoters a due 
appreciation of such from all British breeders and tax- — 
payers. A perusal of the Council list in the pamphlet 
they had before them would not only give the names of 
those Masters of Hounds who had given their support 
to the anaes og of the ted terms for the creation 
of this Imperial Horse Society, but would give them the 
exact nature of the memorandum of agreement they had 
signed, and he had the pleasure of announcing that from 
every quarter came a general expression of admiration 
and congratulation upon the principles of the Society’s 
work and construction, and he the assurance that 
Ireland, France, and Germany were anxiously watching 
and awaiting this British horse development. 


THE CONDITIONS. 


Mr. Stapleton then read the conditions, as follows :— 
The following are the suggested rules and conditions 
of the Imperial Horse Society, the details being all sub- 
ject to any modification which after conference with the 
asters of Hounds who form its Council may be found 
Board Agriculture to the governing 
directory authority and breeding branch. 
The Board of Agriculture by December Ist of each 
year shall issue a detailed declaration of type of animal 
uired for tration. 
he stan amount for payment on removal to be 
fixed on the basis of the animal attaining five years old. 
All registration certificates to be determined and 
issued to mares exhibited, with foal at foot, not later 
than October of the year. 
The Government declaration of purchase or rejection 
to be made by May 15th, of the animal’s third year, 


All registration certificates to contain i 
height, colour, measurement below the focal full 
identification marks. 

All produce determined for registration to remain, if 
necessary, in possession of the owner free of control, 
other than breeding and rearing. 

All certificates on issue to be forwarded by the respec- 
tive branches to the Board of Agriculture, upon which 
the owners become entitled to receive cash payments on 
the following scale : 


Brood mares, with foal at foot 
Foal of above 

Yearling, spring quarter 

Yearling, autumn quarter 

2 years old, spring quarter 

2 years old, autumn quarter 
*3 years old, spring quarter 

* Goverment declaration, May 15. 


After acceptance owner to receive £4 half-yearly until 


removal. 

The Board of Agriculture immediately on acceptance 
or removal shall pay to the owner such sum of m 
as will complete the total of the standard price adop 
less premium advances on any egies ee that 
may arise, — removal prior to the animal becom- 


ing five years 0 
are subject to certiticates being 


All premium 
endorsed half-y Yo 

The respective breeding branches, whose centre and 
address shall be the Kennels of the Hunt to which it is 
attached, shall have the name and title of such Hunt as 
a prefix to the words “ Imperial Horse Society.” 

Master of such Hunt to be deemed the duly elec- 

ted president of such branch, and the a 
and consultative authority as between the Agricult 
Board as representative of and for the national funds 
therein employed, and/ the owner of the breeding 


If approved. 
£5 


| 
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Each eoclety to ite hast | 
ness financially and otherwise in all instances, proves 
there is no infringement of the orders issued from time 
to time by the Board of Agriculture. 
All ters, certificates, and books pertaining to the 
branch, bei the property of the same, must remain in 
ion of such branch, a true copy of which shall 
continuously be furnished to the Board of Agriculture, 
and to which at all times such Board or its authority 
shall have access for the purpose of research or examina- 
tion, without removal. 
determining of the annual registration certificates 
to be made at such horse shows as may be to the greater 
convenience of the respective branches, at which shows 
one general class shall ibe eat apart for all applicants for 
registration, the authority for such determining being 
the Board of icwlture nominees. 
The Council will consider all suggested amendments. 
—Cambridge Independent. 


What Selangor is doing to prevent Rinderpest. 


At the present time there is a large amount of good 
work being done in an unostentatious manner by the 
Veterinary Department which deserves far more recog- 
nition that it has hitherto obtained: we refer more 
especially to the matter of the prevention of the spread 
of disease among cattle in this State. In Selangor 
there exists for this purpose three quarantine stations : 
one at Port Swettenham, one here at Kuala Lumpur, 
and the other at Kuala Kubu. The need for that at our 
port is obvious, since most, if not all, of our epidemics 
among cattle can be traced to importation: yet this 
station is of comparatively recent establishment. 

Cattle on arrival here by sea are landed at the lower 
pier, whence they are driven across the railway line into 
a row of open sheds which, in reality, form the necessary 
adjunct to a railway siding, but which are at present ex- 
tremely useful for purposes of observation and examin- 
ation. Here cattle to the number of about 60 can be 
dealt with ata time. Their temperature is taken, and 
if they show no symptoms of disease they are on 
to their destination after a few days; but if they have 
arrived from a quarantined port or place of export, they 
are kept under observation for ten days, being drafted 
for that into the quarantine station proper by 
rail-head. is place is in the form of a rectangle, en- 
closed by a bund, since--like the whole of Port Swetten- 
ham—it has had to be created out of a ay 2 The 
first portion consists of four sheds some 80ft. by 30ft. 
with a 5ft. gangway between, erected on a concrete 
floor. These are all open, and are very strongly con- 
structed of old railway rails supporting corrugated iron 
roofs. Strength is an absolute necessity, since the 
buildings have frequently to accommodate huge buffa- 
loes that would s ily demolish a more flimsy struc- 
ture. More of these rails are placed horizontally, and 
to them the cattle are tied. Water is now laid on in a 
central position, so that the whole four sheds can be 
constantly flushed. A portion of these sheds is divided 
into twelve stalls for horses with swinging wooden par- 
titions to minimise the risk of injury, while outside are 
pens for dogs. Passing from this, one crosses a creek 
over a strong wooden bri well railed in, to a large 
isolation shed some 100ft. by 40ft., where infectious 
cases are dealt with. This shed is about 100 yards from 
the other buildings, and, like them, is well provided 
with water, the main being supplemented in each case 
by tanks holding 400 gallans. A storehouse for dis- 
infectants and the caretaker’s and coolies’ quarters com- 
plete the buildin 
_ We havealready mentioned that tha station is situated 
in & swamp, so it may readily be imagined that great 


fore due to Mr. Ford, the Government Veterinary Sur- 

for the manner in which he has tackled the task, 
or the station is not only free from the undesirable 
elements that one would naturally associate with it, but 
the drainage—a most im nt matter in a place of 
this kind—is effectivel, t with by being passed into 
the creek mentioned above, whence it shortly finds its 
way to the main river. Even at high tide there can be 
no risk from this matter being dammed back, for the 
creek is shut off from the township behind. We may 
also mention at this point that, as a result of the station 
being situated in a swamp, it is practically impossible 
for outside cattle to it without getting bogged. 
This is a distinct advantage, but, on r hand, 
during the recent abnormally high tide, thare were 
three feet of water, from over the railway line, in the 
buildings. 

At the time of our visit there were 99 buffaloes and 
17 bullocks in the place, two of the former being in the 
isolation shed owing to their exhibiting a high tem- 
perature. Cattle are dealt with there free of ¢ to 
the owners, but the latter supply the fodder. 

The construction of this station cost some 60,000 dol. 
but it was money well spent ; or rather, it would have 
been, had more care been taken over the floor. This is 
of smooth cement, upon which the cattle slide about in 
a painful manner. t is badly needed is roughened 
cement, similar to that generally in use for railway 
station platforms. 

The station costs remarkably little in working ex- 
penses, for with the exception of an able Tamil Inspec- 
tor on £170 a year, there are only two coolies whose 
combined wages amount to 21 dollars a month, and 
these have succeeded in planting out the grounds and 
improving the embankment in their spare time. This 
is not a large annual expenditure for an institution that 
is undoubtedly the means of frequently saving the com- 
munity from great loss and inconvenience. 

On ing of an outbreak of rinderpest we paid a 
visit to Bukit Sentul—Kuala Lumpur Station. It is 
situated a short distance off Maxwell Road, to the left 
of the Batu Road, on a track branching off to the right 
by the bridge over the river, leading to what used to 
a P.W.D. quarry. This n ideal onefor the 
work-—was selected by Mr. Ford, and it was there, in 
one of several sheds that we recently saw nine buffa- 
loes, six of which were lying dead, while of the three 
survivors one was in extremis, another appeared abso- 
lutely apathetic, and the remaining one showed signs of 


..|recovery. The symptoms of rinderpest, with which 


these poor brutes were attacked are distressing in the 
extreme, and it is curious that the malady appears to be 
most fatal to that species of animal which, to all appear- 
ances, is best fitted by nature to withstand it ; for the 
— is far greater among buffaloes than other 
cattle. The six dead beasts mentioned above brought 
the total up to 24 out of a batch of just over 30 in six 
days, and since then we learn fur deaths have 
occurred. These buffaloes had recently been imported 
by sea from up north. 

This quarantine station is situated, roughly speaking, 
on a species of elevated horseshoe. It consistsofsome nine 
sheds situated in most cases 100ft. apart—the distance 
at which infection through the air is supposed to be 
impossible. Some of these are constructed of brick 
pillars with tile roofs, while others have an iron frame- 
work roofed with attaps. These‘latter buildings are set 
apart for the infectious cases, so that, when an epi-— 
demic is over, the roofs can be burned if n ; 
The floors are of earth, giving and preventing 
infectious matter from passing down hill. ese floors 
are kept constantly disinfected. In the fo und 
of the centre of this horeshoe is a deep well, bricked in 
to prevent contamination, while be are numerous 


difficulty has been experienced in bringing it up to any- 
thing like requirements. Considerable coodit a there- 


ws which the buffaloes love so well. Further on 
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on two sides of this area of 18 acres, one comes to the 
river, which affords the quarantined cattle not already 
infected ample opportunity for bathing. Good feed is 
obtained m dry weather on the low-lying ground near 
the river, and in wet on the hill slopes. A gruesome 
of the situation—if further be needed—is afforded 
ba prevalence of crocodiles in the river adjoining 
spot. The owner of an infected buffalo recently 
attempted to conceal the fact by hiding it in a some- 
what thick patch of scrub hard by the river bank. 
There it was found and buried, as it was impossible to 
remove it, and there the crocodiles discovered and 
partly unearthed the carcase. We mention this matter 
as a warning to those who believe that these brutes are 
- seldom seen as high up the river as Kuala Lumpur. 

The remaining of our three cattle quarantine stations 
—that at Kuala Kubu—we are informed is well isola- 
ted. It is used for the ag of treating cases that 
arise in the north and from ng. 

The two main stations that we have seen are being 
—— t and maintained at what appears to be an 
absurdly low figure for such an important ag but 
in this, as in the other branches of his work, Mr. Ford 
exhibits that energy and thoroughness without which 
the community would frequently find itself fact to face 
with a very serious situation. 

Probably few, save those immediately concerned, give 
a thought to wee our cattle from disease ; yet 
the importance of so doing is brought sharply home to 
them when cartage and the price of meat rise suddenly 

eb on up to 150 per cent. The community were 

rded some insight into the true position occupied by 
cattle in our economic life when the bullock carters 
went on strike recently. If, then, such a condition of 
affairs existed after merely a temporary break in the 
routine, we may well imagine what the situation would 
be were the bullock-cart traftic suspended through the 
carrying off of practically all the necessary cattle by 
disease. When we point out that our mining industry 
—to take but one instance—is entirely dependent for 


tion, few will gainsay not only that every effort should 
be made to preserve it from interruption, but that the 
matter should be allotted a place proportionate to its im- 
portance when the question of the annual expenditure 
comes up for discussion.— The Malay Maz. 


The Council Election. 


Up to date (Feb. 17) the list of nominations for the 
election at the end of May is as follows : 

G. A. Banuam, Cambridge (4) by 8S. Locke. 

A. W. Mason, Leeds (19) W. J. Mulvey. 

H. Sumner, Liverpool (4) W. J. Mulvey. 

Col. F. Duck, Surbiton (12) W. J. Mulvey. 


T. F. Spencer, Kettering A. W. Mason. 
J. Anson, Sheffield (18) R. C, Trigger. 
J. S. Luoyp, Sheffield, A. M. Trotter. 


R. Roserts, Tunbridge Wells, H. Gray. 
F. T. G. Hosppay, Kensington, Sir J. MFadyean. 


figures after the names indicate the number of 


Persona’. 
On February 11th, at Rotherdene, West Liss, Hants, 
the wife of Capt. A. J. Williams, A.V.C. of a daughter. 


i AN IRISH APPOINTMENT. 
ir, 

Iu answer to Mr. Ryan’s letter, re appointment of Vet. 
Inspector, the Local Authorities can appoint whom they 
please, but any ratepayer can object to the payment of any 
account, and neither the Local Authorities or the L.G.B. 
have power to pay an unqualified man under the Act, and 
when Mr. Hans has done the work I am afraid he will not 
get his money. The L.G.B. auditors are very careful 
what accounts they pass; still I cannot understand Mr. 
McCormack acting for an unqualified man.—Yours, 

E. P. Owen. 
Thame, Oxon. Feb. 15. 


Sir, 

It must be admitted that Mr. Ryan’s letter in your issue 
of the 12th inst. is most reasonable, and that it shows great 
necessity for strong united action. - 

The gentleman appointed for No. 1 Boyle district may be 
an excellent agricultural instructor, and, judging by the 
enconium bestowed on him by his proposer, has no doubt 
made himself very agreeavle ‘‘ during his distinguished 
career at veterinary work,’’ and so ingratiated himself to 
farmers, who really set more value on one hint on veterinary 
medicine than all the agricultural instruction that might be 
—_— in twelve months. Asa matter of fact farmers will 
requently tell you that “agricultural science is all nonsense”’ 
as they know quite well what to do with their land, and 
that all they want is a good price for their produce. 

Mr. Hans having secured his position, I am glad to think 
that anything which I may state cannot prejudice his par- 
ticular case, but we would be anxious to know if such en- 
croachments are to be allowed to continue. If so it would 
be better to at once shape our schools to suit those who can 
‘‘in a few months of the vear take out their diploma in 
veterinary science,’’ and let the youths who intend harness- 
ing themselves for four, or more years, to obtain the 
M.R.C.V.S., pause to consider whether they might not 
easily find a better investment for their time and money. 
How many of the ordinary people will know of any differ- 
ence between the two degrees? With the result that the 
M.R.C.V.8. will have another addition to the many clip- 
pings which have taken place latterly. 

As a set off to the loss which we have sustained in recent 
years through the introduction of motor power, the im- 
rovement in breeding sound horses, doing away with fir- 
ing, and the absorption by chemists of our materia medica . 
source of income, a President of some English association 
in an address some months ago pictured the bright pros- 
ts before us owing to the new appointments opening up, 
and I think it was Mr. Stockman he quoted as having. said 
that we are in receipt of a great number of thousands of 
pounds in salaries. Surely he must have included the 
appointments under the Liseases of Animals Act, which 
have been in existence since most of us were little boys. 
Let us not deceive ourselves. It is time to look sharp; 
before everything is filched away from us. It should not 
be difficult for our Council to impress on the Government 


The 
years those members have served who are up for re- 
election. 


Crvi. VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council notifies | 
that, so far as is known at present, there will be no 
vacancies in the Veterinary Department during the 
present year. It is anticipated that two appointments 
will be mace in the year 1911. 


expressed 
Athy, 14th Feb. - 


‘the necessity of giving greater security to the profession in 
order to save it from becoming extinct. The useful purpose 
_ which we have served must be manifest to all. 


It isonly lately that the L.G.B. became so weak-kneed. 


. Were it anything touching the medical profession our Local 


Government would not give way the eighth of an inch. 
This only goes to prove the absolute necessity of having a 
veterinary surgeon at the head of this department, and ‘this 
is not the first occasion on which this opinion has been 
.—Yonurs truly, 
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